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Comparisons 1971 to 2015 

An extract from the after dinner talk by Nigel White at the 2015 Annual Dinner.  We thought this 

important data was worth sharing! 

 

 1971 2015 % Change 

Milk Producing Farms 95000 13500 -85.8 

% having bulk tanks 26.3 100 280.0 

Average herd size 33 133 303.0 

No of dairy cows (millions) 3.2 1.9 -40.6 

Average yield 3900 7800 100.0 

Milk production (billion litres) 12.3 14.3 16.3 

Average ex farm price ppl 4.2 40 495.2 

Retail price per pint 5.2 25 380.8 

% whole milk 99 20 -79.8 

% doorstep delivered >90 <10 -88.9 

Liquid milk consumption litres/head 134 108 -19.4 

Cheese consumption kg/head 5.4 11.5 113.0 

Butter consumption kg/head 7 3 -57.1 
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